
TIGER TALES - MARCH, 2014 

 

Hello, Riding Friends!  As I write this, Oklahoma is experiencing the coldest weather we've seen 

in the past three years, with wind chills taking us down to Ten below Zero!  I hope you're staying 

warm, looking out for kids and elderly, and avoiding the catastrophic effects of hypothermia and 

frostbite.  Don't hesitate to check up on your neighbors, including your fellow ABATE 

Members--that's part of what Brotherhood is about!  At least March is going to heat up with 

some big Biker doings. We have the OK Confederation of Clubs Meeting at American Legion 

Post #73 in Del City on March 2, and I really look forward to a packed weekend of activities to 

be featured at the OK SMILE March 7-9. Please make plans to attend, since ABATE will also 

have things set up for our annual Biker Legislative Day later in the month! 

 

Tiger's Tip O' The Month:  Oklahoma has used record amounts of salt and chemicals this season 

to attempt to keep the roads clear. Any riding that's been done this past Winter has caused a lot 

of salt buildup on your bike, especially on the frame, motor and under the fenders. Get ready for 

Spring Riding Season by giving your steed a thorough washing down preparatory to a good 

waxing and applying treatment to the seat and leather bags, if you have them. Remember also 

that there is still a lot of sand on the roads, so be careful at intersections and on the outside of 

curves! 

 

In response to several queries I received, I contacted Jim Boughman Jr., General Manager of 

Toby Keith's I Love This Bar and Grill at the Hard Rock Casino in Tulsa, OK. We spoke 

regarding the claim that Toby Keith's was enforcing a No-Colors Policy pertaining to wearing 

Motorcyclist Club or Organizational Insignia in their establishments. I was assured that Toby 

Keith's is and has historically been a Biker-Friendly establishment, and there has NEVER been 

any No-Colors Policy established for any of the three locations in Oklahoma, to include Tulsa, 

Bricktown in Oklahoma City, and the Windstar Hotel/Casino in Thackerville near the Red River. 

Apparently, a sign was posted in two locations in Arizona and Illinois, in response to an 

altercation at the Toby Keith's in Mesa, AZ. Someone took a photo of the sign, posted it on 

Social Media, and it went viral to the point where it has caused a degree of concern at recent 

meetings of Toby Keith's General Managers.  

 

Toby Keith is a longtime supporter of our Military and of Veteran-related causes, and has gone 

on multiple USO Tours to help raise troop morale overseas. The Toby Keith restaurant 

franchises have given away hundreds of thousands of dollars in free food and drink to guests that 

have only to produce a Military or Veteran ID Card for a complimentary meal. A native of 

Moore OK, Toby Keith has been actively involved in OK Tornado Disaster Response. I'm sure 

he'd be greatly impressed by what OK Confederation of Clubs Member groups have done to 

assist Tornado Victims during May-November 2013. The General Managers of Toby Keith's I 

Love This Bar and Grill restaurants seek to clarify their position of being hospitable to the 

Riding Community, and get past any generated bad feeling in the interest of their establishments 

being a fun and relaxing place for all Riders to visit, regardless of background.  

 

I have invited the General Managers in Oklahoma to attend an OK Confederation of Clubs or 

ABATE meeting in the future to see how Bikers of all backgrounds work together to make our 

Motorcycling Quality of Life better for all, in an environment of Unity, Cooperation and Mutual 



Respect. The Managers of these establishments want us to know that we are welcome to visit 

anytime, fly our Organizational Patches with pride, and enjoy what Toby Keith's has to offer. 

Please don't hesitate to contact any restaurant General Manager with your questions, comments 

or concerns. Jim did ask me to point out, however, that the Casinos in Tulsa and Thackerville 

might have different policies from the restaurant regarding Colors, so you might want to check. 

That said, I know Toby Keith's at the WindStar World Casino has a separate entrance to the 

restaurant from outside.  

 

I hope this clears up any misinformation or confusion that might still exist out there, at least for 

Oklahoma. What I discovered is the result of going directly to Toby Keith's management, as 

there's been a lot of hearsay and rumor. So, let's put this behind us, get out there, ride and have 

fun, especially since warmer Spring weather approaches.  Before I close, I want to congratulate 

our February COD Chili Cookoff Champs: Third Place Winner "Ripper" Bailey; Second Place 

Winner Josh Schulz; and First Place Winner Scott "Grill" Schulz. Thanks for providing "Super 

Bowls" of Chili--y'all were a lot hotter than the Football Game was! I'll see you on the Road as 

we emerge from this long Winter's nap into, hopefully, a lot more welcome sunshine. Remember 

to take care of each other, and Ride Safely, Sober and Aware! 

 

Keep It On The Black Strip Between The Trees, 

Tiger Mike 

 


